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Lesbian Comedian 


SUZANNE 
WESTENHOEFER 


will perform in 
Edmonton 
on 


March 17, 1996 


Mark your calenders now! 
FOR II IORI IS ISIS ISSSIS 
* : * 
FOUOTE: a. ; 
* According to this movie [Personal ad 
x Best], lesbianism is just something m 
x you Catch in the locker room, like» 
* athlete’s foot. us 
s Rex Reed, 1982 * 


x * 
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Submissions Welcome — 

We are always seeking submissions — 
of interest to local lesbians. Letters to 
the editor, book, concert and movie 
reviews, articles about lesbian-friendly 
businesses i in Edmonton, political and 
social commentary, ‘short fiction, poetry 
and artwork are among, the items we \ 
look for. — ss 

If you are interested in contrten nes 
you may either write to Womonspace 7 
News (#30-9930-106 St. Edmonton AB] 
T5K 1C7), or leave a message on the 
Lesbian Life Line (425-051 1) if you 
wish to have the editor give you ¢ 


call. 


Topics for coming months: — cad 
february: Relationships: =; aes 
March: Lesbians and Their Pets _ ae 
April: Monogamy vs Nonmongamy 

May: S/M 


Lindy Pratctt) Patti, Laurie, Narda B, 
LJ.D., and Charity Laboucan <a 


Womonspace News is a publication of Womonspace Social and Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a nonprofit 


wig 


organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians mm Edmonton and the surrounding areas, Our purpose: Is lo. 
inform and entertain our members and any other interested lesbians. The opmions expressed in any issue of ‘Womonspace. News 
do not Aw gested reflect the secs Ka of the ee or = Ace! Committes, The events, oxganiation®: ‘and establishments 


for a and content, EN to rehis a etiaee. Articles or tees to the Skee may be sent to: ube 


Street, E sieges Ae oe ao Rib oe) members Es eee classified ean: —up to 3 lines tree 


aidaree vac oF services state We reserve the ar _ refuse A For rate i Mormati 
message on the Lesbian Life Line; 425-0511. The editor is Landy Prateh, © ; 
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Letter to the Editor: 


| would like to commend yourself 
and your contributors on the last issue. 
The articles were written with great 
eloquence and passion. The variety of 
shared experiences was very 
heartwarming to read. You and your 
volunteers are doing a great job and 
should be very proud. 

My concern is that there is a side to 
our community that wasn’t addressed. 
At the risk of sounding less than 
positive or supportive, I firmly believe 
that | must share my views. 

I have found myself feeling 
somewhat disheartened by some of the 
events that | have witnessed in the past 
few months in our community. For 
example, at the Womonspace Annual 
General Meeting there was panic that 
quorum might not be met. What is the 
membership of our organization? Then 
of courses there is the issue of the 
dances. It is hard to believe that with 
300+ women attending this event every 
month, that there is a lack of dance 
coordinators. 

These kinds of examples lead me to 
believe that the wonderful support that 
we so often hear of in our community is 
very superficial. So, why is this? | wish 
I was a sociologist and could answer 
that question and offer suggestions. 

However, all | can share is what I 
observe. It seems that we as gay 
members of society struagle everyday 
with how difficult it is to be free, loud, 
and proud. We face roadblocks, hatred, 


prejudice, and oppression that our 
straight counterparts will never know. 
Yet, rather than pulling together and 
trying to make our community 
something to be proud of, we lash out 
at each other, give up, let someone else 
do the work, and are unsupportive at 
times towards other members of our 
community. 

An example of this is the spreading 
of hateful rumours about gay business 
establishments. Hearing these rumours 
leaves me with a feeling of dejection. | 
suppose no community is without its 
difficulties, and perhaps we are 
stronger than I perceive us to be. 
Unfortunately, I can’t help but wonder 
what motivates people to want 
anything less than the very best for 
every member in the community. 


Sincerely, 
Patti 
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Dykes in Film 
by Laurie 

Cinematic offerings 
featuring lesbian 
characters have been 
few and far between 
and, traditionally, lousy. Not to mention 
downright insulting... but you’ve gotta 
admit, there’s much more on the movie 
screens and video shelves for us role 
model-~starved dykes to choose from 
these days. Especially when you 
consider that until extremely recently, 
lesbian characters in movies (and 
novels, and plays) were required to be 
portrayed as pathetic, tormented, 
insane, perverse, emotionally~stunted 
creatures, generally incapable of 
forming stable or happy relationships. 
(Sharon Stone’s sociopathic Catherine 
in Basic Instinct is a perfect example.) 
As if decreed by some great 
homophobic cinematic law, these 
characters have been, more often than 
not, crippled by some mental or 
psychological deficiency that prevented 
them from being ‘normal’ gals (i.e. 
ultra~feminine, weak, silly, subimissive, 
man-crazy, dim-witted damsels in 
distress). 

For those who don’t get out much, or 
are afraid to browse in the ‘alternative’ 
section of the neighbourhood video 
store for fear of being pegged as a 
degenerate, here’s a sampling of what’s 
out there, complete with capsule 
reviews so you’ll know what to grab in 
a hurry or avoid like the plague: 


THE GOOD: 

When Night ts Falling- Since | 
can’t think of another film with lesbian 
content that I’ve liked better, this earns 
the Numero Uno ranking. The circus- 
as-Spirituality elements might be a little 
too artsy for some, but it’s that magical 
amalgamation that makes it so 
powerful for the rest of us. 

This film is a wonderful reminder 
that we’re all trapeze artists, stumbling 
through life on a high wire, trying to 
establish some sort of comfortable 
balance between the spiritual euphoria 
of unbridled passion and the 
grounding that comes with the 
acceptance of adult responsibility ... 
and, most importantly, that life’s most 
mysterious, intense, and genuinely fun 
moments are to be seized and 
celebrated, not feared. Sit back and 
enjoy the ride! 

Go Fish—A cute, whimsical sort of 
girl-meets-girl tale told in black-and- 
white. Some genuinely funny, 
genuinely poignant moments involving 
lesbians, ball caps, pasta and red wine 
... but | wish the audience had been 
spared the diatribe about whether 
dykes who occasionally sleep with men 
are ‘real’ dykes ... socio-political 
claptrap aside, Go His/ is fun. 

The Incredthly True Adventure of 
7wo Girls in Love—\’ve heard it 
slammed for being too young and too 
unrealistic, but hey, when a nice, 
gentle movie comes around that tells of 
the budding romance between two 
high school girls, why complain? 


" 
parry ~ 
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Another one to sit back and enjoy. A 
must-see for anyone who ever had a 
crush on another girl in high school. 

Boys on the Sidc—Okay, it’s been 
argued that this isn’t really a lesbian 
movie, because although Whoopi 
Goldberg PLAYS a lesbian, Hollywood 
doesn’t allow her to actually have any 
physical contact with other women that 
could be interpreted as lesbian 
touching, kissing, etc. In other words, 
it’s okay to have gay characters in 
movies (i.e. Philadelphia, Fried Green 
Tomatoes) as long as they don’t DO 
ANYTHING that’s blatantly GAY. All 
that aside, this is a pretty enjoyable two 
hours. 

Excellent soundtrack, too, with 
offerings from Melissa Etheridge, the 
Indigo Girls (Amy and Emily show up 
on screen as the house band in the club 
Whoopi ends up working at), Sarah 
McLaughlin and Bonnie Raitt. 

In this film, Mary Louise Parker dies 
of AIDS. As Ruth in Fried Green 
Tomatoes, she dies of cancer. We 
sincerely hope she will soon be given a 
film role in which she doesn’t have to 
die another hideous, lingering death. 
Rumour has it she’s been cast as famous 
lesbian detective Kate Delafield for the 
screen version of Murder at the 
Nightwood Bar—and unless they doa 
major rewrite, we know good old Kate 
doesn’t die in that one. Hoorah! 

I’ve Heard the Mermaids 
Singing— An earlier offering from 
Patricia Rozema, the Canadian director 
who gave us When Night Is Falling. 


Sheila McCarthy is wonderful as the 
bumbling and incredibly naive gal 
Friday who develops a crush on the 
snobby art curator who hires her, then 
watches in bewilderment and awe as 
the curator’s gorgeous ex-lover comes 
back into her life. 

Fricd Green Tomatoes—Generally 
acknowledged as one of the all-time 
great feelgood chick flicks. 
Unfortunately, Hollywood managed to 
pretty much ignore the true nature of 
the relationship between Idgy 
Threadgoode and Ruth Jameson, 
portraying them as just REALLY GOOD 
FRIENDS ... but anyone who’s read the 
book by Fanny Flagg knew they were 
definitely lesbian lovers—and that 
their relationship was acknowledged 
and respected by the good folks in 
Whistlestop. 

Desert Ilearfs—This has sort of 
become the Old Yeller of modern dyke 
movies. My roommates live in constant 
fear that Pll sometime make good on 
my threat to converse in nothing but 
Desert Hearts dialogue for one entire 
day. (Yes, I’ve watched it that many 
times—and some of the lines are so 
campy they’re delicious!) This 1986 
Donna Deitch film, taken from the Jane 
Rule novel Desert of the Heart, was the 
first ‘Hollywood’ film presented from 
the lesbians’ perspective and, joy 
beyond expression, it doesn’t end with 
the dyke heroines coming to their 
senses and marrying men, or doing the 
next most honorable thing and killing 
themselves. 
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THE BAD: | 

Claire of the Moon—One of my 
pals describes this as a real ‘clit-teaser” 
—two agonizingly slow hours of it, in 
fact. The main complaint I keep 
hearing about this yawner (besides the 
offensive, stereotypical portrayal of the 
cigar-smoking, flannel-shirted butch 
who runs the writer’s retreat that this 
alleged plot revolves around) is that it 
takes so long for the two women who 
are obviously going to DO IT, to 
actually DO IT. If you haven’t seen it, 
spend your pesos on something more 
fulfilling... like a bikini wax. 

Personal Best—Whiny Mariel 
Hemingway plays a whiny aspiring 
track star who’s learning the ropes 
from a cute little hard-bodied dyke 
played by Patrice Donnelly. Heralded 
as a breakthrough when it hit the 
screen in 1982, it turned out to be 
sorely disappointing. Hemingway’s 
lesbianism turns out to be just a phase. 
She ends up fucking the (male) coach 
and eventually latches on to some dull- 
but~-socially~safe dude from the swim 
team; the lesbian affair is passed off as 
a fleeting, insignificant sapphic blip in 
her otherwise ‘normal’ life. 

THE UGLY: 

The Children’s Hour—Adapted 
from the Lillian Hellman play. Two 
teachers at a private school for girls are 
the victims of a witch-hunt when one 
of the snotty brats starts a rumour that 
the pair are (gasp) lezzies. Predictably, 
the butchier of the two (played by ol’ 
closet case herself, Shirley MacLaine) 


ends up hanging herself at the end, 
while the snivelling femme (Audrey 
Hepburn) runs off with a man. 
Hmmph! 

The Fox—| used to be a big fan of 
D.H. Lawrence, but this tale turned me 
right off. The relationship between two 
obvious lesbian partners (complete 
with butch-femme roles) sharing a 
farmhouse is blown apart when a fox 
in the form of a shiftless young man 
looking to reclaim his grandfather’s 
land shows up in their cozy little 
henhouse. Using the old divide-and- 
conquer ploy, he comes on big time to 
the butch, which turns the jealous 
femme (well-played by the late Sandy 
Dennis) into a neurotic, whiny non- 
entity. She ends up getting killed 
(surprise!) and the butch runs off with 
the man. Ugh! 


SOIC I IIIS IIIS ISIS IS 
* QUOTE: 

* Shirley MacLaine was one of the 
* first Americans to play a lesbian 
* normally and sympathetically [in 
Ril he Children’s Hour]. 

* MacLaine told the press she’d 

* researched her role by 

* questioning psychiatrists. But by 
* decade’s end, she publically 

x averred that everybody is 

X inherently bisexual. 


x Boze Hadleigh, The Lavender Screen, x 
* Citadel Press, 1993 


x x 
12.0. 0.0.0.0. 2.0.0. 2.0.8.0.0.0.0.0 0.0.00 .8 @ 
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Monthly Movie Reviews 
by Narda B. 

This month’s Tc th 
theme is perfect is. 
timing for a long- 
held vision of 
mine-——movie 
reviews focused on 
women in film, or 
in this case, on video. Lesbian roles, 
bisexual roles, and strong female leads. 

There is a definite growth in Canada 
towards gay-theme features, whether 
homegrown or imported. Generally, 
and not surprisingly, the majority are 
male-dominated. There is, however, a 
refreshing move on for ‘women’s 
stories’, with titles like Sa/monberrics, 
Clairc of the Moon, Lianna, Bar Girls, 
Go Fish, and The Incredibly Truc 
Adventure of Two Girls In Love. 

Most of these titles have made a 
major debut in a theatre with great 
fanfare from (especially) the lesbian 
population, and with good reason. 
Finally, it feels like women loving 
women (or doing anything off-centre 
with them, actually) is being 
acknowledged in the greater society. 

At least, to some degree. Okay, so it’s 
on the screen, and not at work where it 
really counts, but the point here is that 
if these movies are a reflection of the 
“norms” of a society (Psych 101), then 
things are obviously changing, and the 
possibilities are endless. 


ro ™”~ 


The academically-involved will 
likely recognize some or all of these 
titles, but generally they aren’t sought 
out at your local video store. That’s 
where I come in; I’m a vid store clerk, 
among other things, and Ill be 
reviewing titles each month, 
particularly those available on video. 

Beyond the lack of knowledge on 
what’s available, is that ever present 
(for some) discomfort of asking out 
loud for “... something like Claire of 
the Moon, please... ?”, and the clerk 
saying “Yeah, I forget, what was that 
one about?” 

Fuck that nonsense. Let’s go 
prepared to fc// someone the title we 
want, the genre it fits into, and maybe, 
even ask for something else by that 
director, thank you very much! (In the 
meantime, “Do you have, like, an 
alternative lifestyle section here?” will 
probably work fine.) 

Be safe. Be sure. Be yourself, 


FOI III II IIIT SII ISIN 
QUOTE: 

* Claire of the Moon is the first 

x lesbian motion picture to be 

* released since 1986. This film 

* garnered rave reviews at the Los 
* Angeles International Gay and 

* Lesbian Film/Video Festival. 


ee nn ee ee 


: Kim Garfield, in a review in * 
* The Advocate, August 13, 1992 » 
* * 
* * 
, © 0 0 © oO 6.0.8 © ooo oo 0 oO oo Oe ® 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Groups and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 
of Edmonton) is located in the basement below 
Boystown Cafe, 10112-124 Street. It is open 
Monday to Friday from 7-10 pm and Mondays 
and Wednesday from 1-4 pm. Peer support 
counselling, lesbian coming out group, drop-in, 
and library. 488-3234. There will be a Dance 
Marathon Fundraiser in January. Call 988- 
4018. 


OUTreach social & political student group at 
the University of Alberta campus: 988-4166. 


Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the University of 
Alberta. Thursdays from 5:30-6 pm. 

Gaywire A lesbian, gay & bisexual radio 
show on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 pm. 
Queeries current affairs show on CJSR, FM 
88.5, Fridays from 5:00-5:30 pm. 


L’Amazon Recreation Night Wednesdays, 
7-9 pm at McCauley Community League, 96 St 

-108 Ave. Drop in basketball, volleyball, soccer, 
dancing. All welcome: $2. Roz, 468-2579. 


Lambda Christian Community 

- Welcomes members of the lesbigay community; 
worship 7 pm Sundays, 10876-97 Street. 
Phone 988-3913. 


Metropolitan Community Church 
Weekly worship, 10086 MacDonald Drive, 
Sundays at 7:15 pm. 


Gay & Lesbian Youth Group: 
phone 486-9661, voice box 10. 


SOLO Social club for lesbians and bisexual 
women (over 18) gets together every week for 
a wide variety of public events and social 
functions. Join the fun! Linda alt 447-4776. 


Shakespear’s Thursday Nights for Women: 
pool coaching by Charity Laboucan starts at 7 
pm, followed by singer Yvette Boudreau at 9 
pm. 


Liatris Society of Edmonton is a casual 
group of dynamic, enthusiastic, queer- positive 
greenthumbs who meet for horticultural 
experiences and social interaction. There are 
no membership fees in 1996, and our events 
are open to all. Dare to grow! Watch the 
Womonspace Calender of Events page for our 
next event, which will take place in March. 


Night Clubs: 


Queen’s Empire 
10155-112 Street. (429-6300) 


The Roost 
10345- 104 Street. (426-3150) 


Gay & Lesbian Infoline: 988-4018 
Lesbian Life Line: 425-0511 


Winter 
by L,J.D. 
The lace is on the river 
Shoosh, shoosh. 
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January Events: 


Saturday, January 6 

A Dance for Ladies Only 
Shakespear's Darts & Rumpus Room, 2nd Floor- 
10306 112 Street. Details: 429-7234. 


Sunday, January 7 


Womonspace News Meeting 
Boystown, 101 16-124 Street, at noon. Brunch 
is served on Sundays; bring your appetite! 
Submissions deadline for February on the topic 
“Relationships.” New volunteers are 
encouraged to attend. 


Wednesdays, January 10-February 14 
Emerging Writers 

A crealive writing course for lesbians. $ix 
Wednesdays, 7:30-9:30 pm. $60 + GST. Call 
452-8940 for more into. 


Monday, January 15 


Womonspace Board Meeting 
7:30 pm at Jazzberrys, 9965-82 Avenue. (The 
cafe is closed to the public at this time.) All 
members are welcome. 


Saturday, January 20 


Womonspace Dance 

‘This dance is co-sponsored by the Edmonton 
Vocal Minority. IT WILL BE A MIXED DANCE. 
Bring your gay male triends. Catering by 
Jazzberrys, low-cost drinks, no cost beverages 
for non-drinkers and designated drivers and 
LOTS OF DANCING! Bonnie Doon Hall, 9240- 
93 St, 8 pm-1l am. Womonspace members $4, 
non-members $38. 


February Events: 
Saturday, February 3 
A Dance for Ladies Only 


Shakespear's Darts & Rumpus Room, 2nd 
Floor- 10306 112 Street. Details: 429-7234. 


Monday, February 5 


Womonspace News Deadline 
Submissions deadline for March issue on the 
topic “Lesbian Pets.” Letters to the editor, 
articles, cartoons and poetry are always 
welcome. There will be no newsletter meeting 
this month; mail your submissions to 
Womonspace (#30-9930- 106 St, Edmonton, 
AB TSK 1C7), or drop them off at Jazzberrys 
(9965-82 Ave.) 
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Shakespear's 


New Thursday Night Line-Up 
by Charity Laboucan 

Shakespear’s first opened in the 
summer of 1993. Its original focus was 
to be a place that catered to darts 
enthusiasts. Stacy Walker, the 
proprietor, was on the professional 
darts circuit at the time. She 
supplemented her income by working, 
in the field, selling retail and wholesale 
darts supplies. Stacy concentrated on 
having a comfortable atmosphere in 
which dart players could practice and 
play. She has supported amateur darts 
teams in both city leagues, as well as 
establishing in-house leagues. 

In the past year, Stacy has 
diversified her business to include 
support of the women’s community 
and women’s endeavours. Shakespear’s 
began holding ladies’ dances in 
association with SOLO in the fall of 
1994. Shakespear’s started hosting the 
dances, (which are held every first 
Saturday of the month), independently 
in the summer of 1995. 

Shakespear’s is approximately 2000 
square feet, with 14 dartboards, 2 pool 
tables, board games, television, and a 
Jukebox. They have a full bar, and 
snack food is available. The space is 
available for private functions on 
Saturdays, with catering provided. 
Stacy prides herself on the “relaxed, 
comfy and casual atmosphere. Just like 
your rumpus room at home, but we do 
the cleanup.” It’s definitely a home 


away from home. 

As part of her support of the 
women’s community, Stacy has booked 
two local women on Thursday nights. 
From seven until nine in the evening, 
there is ladies’ pool coaching, followed 
by singer Yvette Boudreau. 

Yvette is a 22-year-old, originally 
from Cape Breton, where she was 
raised in a musical family. She says she 
performs “country and folk, and 
dabbles in blues”, as well as traditional 


and pop. 
She is presently recording with 


Joseph August at Dreamchild Studios. 


They are working on releasing their 
CD by the summer of 1996. Some of 
Yvette’s original music will be 
included. Come out on Thursdays to 
hear this talented woman for yourself. 

The pool coaching will be offered by 
myself, Charity Laboucan. I didn’t pick 
up a pool cue until November 1990, 
but my dream is to become a 
professional pool player. During the 
1994-1995 season, | won seven 
trophies in the Wal~Mac Pool League. 
At the International Championships in 
Nevada last year, I earned the title 
VNEA Master. 

On Thursdays, come down to 
Shakespear’s to learn more about the 
game of pool. I'll answer questions and 
offer pointers. If you have an interest 
in darts, Stacy is also available for dart 
lessons, 

Afterwards, relax and get taken ona 
journey with Yvette’s voice and guitar. 
Come and have a good time. 
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Visibility /Invisibility 
into supplicd by Liz Massiah 

The Lesbian Visibility/Invisibility 
project is continuing in 1996. We 
are delighted by the response so far, 
and expect to have more groups 
soon. Check the February issue of 
Womonspace News for details, or 
phone Liz (489-7998) or Sheryl 
(454-8031). This research project is 
by lesbians, with lesbians and for 
lesbians. 


2.2.2.2. 2 2.2.2. 2.2. 2.2.0.0.9.20.9.0.0.0.0.2.0.5 


* . : x 
* Maedchen in Uniform: * 
* Until The Killing of Sister George in * 
* 1968, Germany’s Maedchen in 

* Uniform (1931) was the most 

* famous lesbian film, and the first 
* seen publicly in America. The film 
x Was based on a play by lesbian 

* poet Christa Winsloe, the 

* Baroness Hatby, a colourful 

x character in her own right. It was 
X the first cooperatively made 

* German film (paying in shares 

* rather than salaries). It was also 

x one of the first made by women— 


* politicized women. 


Information trom The Lavender Screen, 
Boze Hadleigh, Citadel, 1993 a 
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ITV’s Homophobic Rant 
Gets Blasted 


from 4 column by Liz Nicholls, which 
appeared in the Edmonton Journal, 
Noveniber 23, 1998. 

Catalyst Theatre’s third annual 
Loud ’N Queer Festival was the subject 
of the You Paid For It/ series on the ITV 
evening news. 

Nicholls blasts the TV program as 
“a murky mixture of homophobic 
innuendo and garbled 
misrepresentation of the complex 
funding issue. The message, far from 
subliminal, is that we taxpayers should 
be outraged by subsidizing theatre 
with gay content.” 


The Roost holds annual 
Children’s Xmas Party 


info supplicd by Patrick Riley 

On a Sunday afternoon in 
December, The Roost was the site of a 
kid’s Christmas party. About fifty 
children were in attendance, along 
with 100 adults. There was a Disney 
show, a clown, kid’s karaoke, and of 
course Santa made an appearance with 
gifts for all the young visitors. 

The Roost has signed a 5-year lease 
and is now owned by Dow. People can 
expect to see a new, positive attitude at 
the club, according to manager Patrick 
Riley. 
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Between the Covers 


At Edmonton Public Library 
by Lindy Pratch 

To Play the Foo! (1995) is Laurie 
King’s second Kate Martinelli novel. 

Kate is a lesbian San Francisco 
police detective 
investigating the murder of 
a homeless man. The prime 
suspect, another homeless 
man called Brother 
Erasmus, will only speak in 
quotations. Erasmus is well 
loved and compassionate. 
Kate finds life complicated 
when her emotions about 
the gentle man threaten to 
interfere with her police duties. 

This sequel to A Grave Talent is as 
good or better than the first; it is 
definitely worth waiting for, so add 
your name to the request queue. 
(Meanwhile, read A Grave Talcnt, if 
you haven’t already.) 


Ana Castillo is the author of the 
American Book Award-winning novel, 
The Mixquiahuala Letters. She is a 
latina lesbian, as are some of the 
characters in So Far From God 
(1993). If you liked Laura Esquivel’s 
Like Water for Chocolate, or any of 
Isabel Allende’s writing, then you will 
find this quirky tale irresistible. 

The story is about Sofi and her four 
remarkable daughters, living ina tiny 
town in New Mexico. Their lives are 


packed with miracles, tragedy, and joy. 
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The storyteller’s voice is charmingly 
chatty and humourous. This book is 


pure delight. 


If you prefer something totally 
escapist, then what about a work of 
speculative fiction? Chris Anne Wolfe’s 
Fires of Aggar (1994) is the 
second in a series. (The first 
is Shadows of Aggar, which 
is not currently available at 
the Edmonton Public Library. 
Luckily, the second book 
stands on its own.) The 
romantic Amazon action on 
a metal-poor planet, the 
medieval culture and the 
psychic mental powers 
brings Marion Zimmer Bradley’s 
Darkover books to mind. 

The frequent use of Aggar terms 
makes the five page glossary a 
necessity, and I found it all a bit 
cumbersome to try to figure out what 
the ‘foreign’ words meant. The text is 
small and so are the margins, making it 
unappealing to delve into. 

The romantic parts are flowery: “I 
beg your patience...I seem to have lost 
my heart amongst your things.” and 
the reply: “My own heart’s a bit lost 
around you too, my dear Amazon.” 

In spite of all this, the story is 
worthwhile. Wolfe has created an 
elaborate world with some memorable 
women-loving-women. My favourite 
aspect was the Amazon Gwyn’s 
interaction with her ‘pack’; two 
immense, sentient sandwolves. 


Videos for Lesbians 


At Edmonton Public Library 
by Lindy Pratch 

A library card gets you more than 
just books these days. The $12 annual 
membership fee gives you access to 
music on CD and tape, books on tape, 
magazines and videos, as well as books. 

Edmonton Public Library’s video 
collection has grown rapidly with a 
recent donation. The National Film 
Board has closed its film rental office in 
Edmonton, and the entire collection is 
now housed at the library. Videos may 
be borrowed for one week. Titles which 
are of particular interest to lesbians 
include: 


The Company of Strangers, NFB, 1990 


free to be Me, Educational Video 
Center, 1991 


Fried Green Tomatoes, MCA, 1992 


Forbidden Love: The Unashamed 
Storics of Lesbian Lives, NFB, 1993 


Growing Up Gay, Motivational Media, 
ee 


Harvest of Seven Years (Cropped and 
Chronicled) |kd lang], Warner, 1991 


Homophobia in the Workplace, 
Motivational Media, 1993 


I’ve Ucard the Mermaids Singing, 
Charter, 1987 


Long lime Comin’ |Faith Nolan and 
Grace Channer], NFB, 1993 


Out; Storics of Lesbian and Gay 
Youth, NFB, 1994 


Salmonberries, Cineplex Odeon, 1993 


When Shirley met Horence, NFB, 
1994 


Word ts Out: Storics of Some of our 
Lives: Conversations with 26 Gay 
Men and Women, New Yorker Video, 
1992 


FORO IIR III IIS IIIA IS A 
QUOTE: 

* When we were doing it, [my 

* character] was supposed to be 
x very, very drunk. | said, “Why 

* does she have to be very, very 
* drunk?” | mean, If you’re going 
* to bed with a woman ... and she 
x looks like Catherine Deneuve, 

* and she’s as charming as 

* Cathering Deneuve, why make 
* [my character] drunk? 

wi Susan Sarandon, 
z on the lesbian vampire cult film * 
x The Hunger, 1991, quoted in » 
x 
* 
* 


Wee eb tb ee Ob et ee Ot Ot et 


The Advocate, October 6, 1992 % 


* 
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Splinters 


from the Womonspace Board 

Womonspace is currently 
negotiating a visit to Edmonton by a 
lesbian comedian, Suzanne 
Westenhoefer. The date of the event 
will be March 17; watch for further 
details! Westenhoefer has been 
performing for over five years as an out 
lesbian onstage. In July, 1994, she 
made her own HBO half-hour comedy 
special, which is available on 
videotape. 

Remember that the January 
Womonspace Dance will be mixed, 
men and women. The dance is co- 
sponsored by the Edmonton Vocal 
Minority choir. Our only other mixed 
dance is the one held in June, co- 
sponsored by the Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre of Edmonton. 

The Womonspace Craft Fair, which 
was held in November, was a great 
success. About 25 women had tables, 
and a wide variety of goods were 
available for sale. This event was so 
well-received that we intend to.do it all 
again next year, so get crafting! 

A big round of applause goes to 
Faye, the woman who organized the 
whole thing. Thank you also to Jackie of 
Orlando Books and to Cookies By 
George for supporting the craft fair 
with generous donations. And thank 
you to everyone who attended! 


Quote: 


[1 auditioned for] this one club... 
and the manager came up to me 
and said, “Oh, you’re really good, 
but | don’t think we can use you, 
‘cause we groom our people for TV, 
and | don’t think there'll ever be 
LESBIANS on TV.” And I’m like, no 
lesbians on TV? What about 
Wimbledon? How about Alice on 
The Brady Bunch? Oh, and | guess 
you didn’t know about Miss Jane 
Hathaway on The Beverly Hillbillies. 
She was a big dyke. Didn’t you'think 
so? | totally identified with her when 
| was twelve years old. | thought it 
was because | wanted to be a 
secretary... That wasn’t it. 

It’s amazing now, isn’t it? There are 
lots of lesbians on TV. How about 
on Roseanne? Yeah, Darlene, she’s 
coming out any minute. Watching 
her is too much. It’s like watching 
that little Buddy on Family. You 
know, it’s like, STOP, my God. And 
then they bring the boyfriend in, and 
we're all going, “Yeah, right.” Well 
they had Jethro for Miss Jane ... It 
ain’t working. They had the butcher 
for Alice, but who was butcher than 
Alice? 

Suzanne Westenhoefer 

Out loud & Laughing: A Collection of Gay & 
Lesbian Humor, Charles Flowers, ed. 
Ioubleday, 1995 
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Thank You to Our 
Advertisers in 1995: 
Diana (476-0023) 


Elizabeth Massiah, Riverwalk 
Counselling Services (489-7998) 


Fmerging Writers (452-8940) 
Express Yourself 
Jazzberrys (433-2039) 

Labyrinth Lake Lodge (878-3301) 
Sherry McKibben | 
Orlando Books (432-7633) 


~ Michael Phair, councillor Ward 4 


Shakespear’s Darts & Rumpus Room 


(429-7234) 


Timothie Hill Hair-Dressing (448-7473) 


Tina, appliance repairwoman (482-3801) 


Advertising Policy 
Womonspace News seeks 
advertising that is lesbian-positive to 
help defer publication costs. 
Womonspace does not necessarily 
endorse products or services offered. 
We reserve the right to refuse ads. 
Advertising should be camera- 
ready, and payment must be 
submitted with the ad. Requests to 
have the advertising fee waived or 
reduced will be considered by the 
Womonspace Board. 
Rates and sizes are as follows: 
Business card size (7 x 4.5 cm)- 
$15 
Full page (14.5 x 18 cm) ~ $100 
Half page (7 x 18cm OR 14.5 x 9 
cm) ~ $50 
Quarter page (7 x 9cm) - $25 
Inserts (for mail-out copies only) 
maximum size is a legal sheet, which 
must be supplied folded to fit a 
business~size envelope ~ $.50/each 
(multiplied by number of members.) 
Classified—up to three lines free for 
Womonspace members. 
Womonspace members are also 
entitled to one free business card ad 


per year. 


ah 
Womonspace Dance 


Saturday, January 20 


Mixed Event for Gays, Lesbians and Bisexuals 
Bonnie Doon Hall: 9240-93 Street 


[ds 8 pm-1 am 
Admission $8; $4 for members 


SS eee 


i WOMONSPACE 1996 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
#30-9930 106 Street Edmonton AB TSK 1C7 Phone: 425-0511 
Confidentiality Assured 


| NAME(S) 
ADDRESS CITY 


POSTAL CODE PHONE 
Membership Fee: $15/single; $25/couple (with one newsletter) h 
Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low income available) 

of 


i New Member OM Renewal 0 | would like to be a volunteer Yes O No O 
Please mail my newsletter to my home 0 
| | will pick up the newsletter at dances/events Total enclosed $ 


ee ee ee ee 


